Policy Revision: March 10, 2007

WYHA Policy Guideline For Playing Above Age Classification

The Program Development Committee of the Waterloo Youth Hockey Association recommends to the Board of Directors, that the following policy revisions be adopted.

Existing Policy dated September 13, 2004:

The Board of Directors of the Waterloo Youth Hockey Association has established the following policy guidelines regarding players playing above their age level classification (“playing up”).  This policy is primarily intended for players who have demonstrated exceptional hockey skills, and possess the maturity and athletic ability to excel at the higher age classification.

The following guidelines will be used to determine a player’s eligibility to move up a higher age classification. 

1. A player if requesting to advance to a higher level may only advance one age classification.

2. The player may be required to try out at both the older age classification and their current age classification.  
3. The player’s parent(s) must notify the development committee chairman or their respective board representative at least two weeks prior to the beginning of tryouts of their intention to tryout at a higher age classification. 
4. The primary is concern is the move must make sense to the organization.  An example of this would be that the team sizes of either age level should not be negatively affected by the move.   The development committee and the Board of Directors reserves the right to restrict player movements to a higher age classification if such movement will adversely affect team sizes at either age classification.

5. The player, the player’s parent(s), both age classification coaches and the Development Committee head(representing the opinion of the development committee) must be in agreement that the player is both physically and emotionally capable of advancing to the higher age classification.

6. A player moving from: from any level Mites to Squirt, Squirt to Pee Wees, and Pee Wees to Bantams must successfully tryout and compete at the highest level of the older age classification team.  
7. There may be certain years where, with the consent of both player and player’s parent(s), The WYHA may reserve the right to request that players move to a higher age classification for the overall benefit of the organization.  
The Program Development committee and Board of Directors of the Waterloo Youth Hockey Association are responsible for the success of the entire organization.  The Board or Development committee reserve the right to deny any requests for playing above age classification if it is deemed, in the opinion of the Board, to be detrimental to the organization.

