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WYHA Board of Directors Policy for “Practice Only Players”  

Upon the request of parents and players, the WYHA has agreed on an annual basis to consider allowing a player/players who are requesting to play at a level higher than that offered through the WYHA/Midwest League/Tri State organizations to still practice with the WYHA.  In considering this request, the organization sees positive in allowing athletes an opportunity to continue to advance in the levels of competition and utilize ice time, while also continuing to increase competition and development of all athletes in the organization during in house practices. In creating this type of situation, it needs to be very clear that how the number of players affects any given level will affect the decision of the board year to year.  If this concept is allowed, it will be allowed under the following policy:

1) Being allowed to be a “practice only” player with a WYHA team is a privilege to the athlete.  Any disturbances in practice or the locker room will not be tolerated and can result in the immediate removal of this privilege.  If there is a disturbance it will be the decision of the coach and development committee as to whether the player is allowed to continue.  

2) The idea of a practice player is continued skill development.  It is the intention of a practice player to be able to compete in all practices during skill development portions of the practice.  Once a team starts to cover team concepts in preparation for games it is the discretion of the coach to allow participation or not.

3) The parents must notify the development committee upon signing up for a tryout that the request will be made to be a practice only player.  Decisions to be allowed to participate will be made once the organization knows the total number of requests for that season in order to be fair to any/all family/families making the request.

4) By tryouts, a review of the level being affected will be made in order to make sure that numbers are not negatively impacting the organization.  

5) A review of the dues for the AA or highest level team for the correct age classification will be made by the board in order to set dues for the practice only player.

6) Upon approval, dues must be paid in full before any participation in a practice can begin.

7) If for any reason participation in practices is terminated, whether it be by choice of the player/family or due to removal based on disciplinary reasons, the dues are non-refundable.
8) If at any time the games being played by the practice player are against the WYHA or in the same tournaments as any Midwest/TriState Double A team, participation in practices will be terminated.  This is assuming the WYHA/Midwest/TriState team does not play up a division to Triple A.

9) It will be the discretion of the coaches at the affected level to determine the team with which the player will practice.
10) If at any point mid season the player were to consider changing from practice only to a full team member then the following guidelines must be met:

a. The player must dissolve his/her membership with the triple A team.

b. The player will finish the season at the level at which he/she had been practicing with and must complete the difference in dues (if any) prior to participating in any game.

c. The change must come prior to December 31st in order for rosters to be correctly completed for USA Hockey.  

11) This policy is considered to be in effect for the pee wee and bantam age groups only. Age groups younger than the pee wee level will be considered on a case by case basis.
12) No parent of a practice only player will be permitted to coach.

13) Bantam age kids cannot participate in practices with the Warriors program.

The Board of Directors would like to stress that by agreeing to this policy, the board is supporting the development of youth athletes as not only athletes but well rounded individuals which is the mission statement of the organization. However, the function of this organization is the main point of interest and therefore if upon reviewing year to year “Practice only Players” has any negative impact on an age group and its ability to function, this concept will be disallowed at the requested age classification.

